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Millions of dollars have been spent by the United States gov- 
ernment over the years to develop repellents that would offer 
complete protection. However, Hicks did not have the benefit 
of a government research grant or outside financing in develop- 
ing his device. He used his own limited funds, and he employed! 
the know-how of M iami e lect ronics expert, Norman Bean, ft 
tool; about nine years to develop it, he says. 

Other repellents in use today do not provide the necessary 
protection. Chemical repellents dissipate in the water, and 
killing a shark with knife or gtm only serves to draw other 
sharks to the scene. 

Last June, J. Manson Valentine, a member c£ the board of 
the Miami Museum of Science and Natural History, told the 
Navy that Hicks' repeiler is “extremely effective in wardin g off 
prowling sharks, sharks lured to bait, even s harks enga ged in 
actu al fee d ing. 

“During scores of tests conducted in the shark channel of 
the Miami Seaquarium,” Dr. Valentine's report continued, 
“. . , sharks, many over six feet in length, were thrown into 
typical convulsive movements, followed by rapid escape turns, 
die instant tine repeiler was activated in their proximity." 

fn a recent demonstration of the unit — shown in these pho- 
tographs — Hicks sat in an inflatable rubber raft about four feet 
long. He waited until the shark nosed die raft, ready to attack, 
and then activated the repeiler. Its nerve network overloaded, 
the shark churned away. 

mi BE AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC 

The Hicks repeiler, which will be available to the public 
through sporting goods stores after it is in full production, will 
sell for about $100. ft can be used in a wide variety of ways 
for many purposes. At beaches with shark or barracuda prob- 
lems, for example a number of units could be strung around 
the swimming area to ward off sharks; with this arrangement 
batteries would not be used, and the unit would be hooked up 
to a permanent power supply. Tuna fishermen, whose nets are 
often attacked by ' hark* nd who thus lose thousands of dollars 
every season, coidd he repeiler to' their nets. 

The armed forces and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration are interested. The Coast Guard is considering 
using the units for air-sea rescue work. And NASA would outfit 
astronauts with a miniature version of the uni Ljwcighing &. 
pound and a half , with the antennas running down the leg. It 
would operate for a straight 12 hours. Said one astronaut, “I’d 
hate to go into orbit only to splash into the water and get eaten 
by a shark. What an anticlimax!" 



Four-pound repeiler is small enough to be attached to 
skin-diving unit (above) and will- sell for about $100. 
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